
po`tion

     On the 8
th

 of November, whil} the General wa< }ill at
Crown-Point, he received the following account of the expe-
dition on which he had sent Major Roger<, again} the Indian<
of Saint Françoi<.  It wa< not till the twenty-second day after
hi< departure that the Major came in `ght of the place ; and,
by thi< time, hi< party, from variou< accident< in the march,
wa< reduced to one hundred and forty-two men.  However,
he reconnoitred the town about eight in the evening, in
hope< of discovering an opportunity suitable to hi< number< ;
and, agreeably to hi< wi>e<, +nding the Indian< in a high
dance, returned to hi< party at two, and marched them to
within +ve hundred yard< of the town, where he eased them
of their pack<, and formed them for the attack.  At half an
hour after the sun-rise the next morning he surprised the town,
when the inhabitant< were all fa} a#eep, and fell on them
so spontaneou#y, that they had not time to recover them-
selve< and take arm< for their defence.  Some attempted to get
to the water<, and, by that mean<, make their escape ; but
they were quickly pursued by about forty of the Major’<
people, who sunk them and their boat<.  The remainder, in
the mean time, set +re to all the house< except three, in
which there wa< corn, which Major Roger< thought proper to
reserve for the use of hi< party ; and the _ame< consumed
many of the Indian<, who had concealed themselve< in the
cellar< and loft<.  By seven o’clock in the morning, the bu`nes<
wa< completely over.  In thi< >ort period the Engli> killed at
lea} two hundred Indian<, and took twenty of their women
and children ; but they  brought away but +ve.  The re} were
permitted to go where they pleased.  Five Engli> captive<
were likewise delivered from #avery, and taken under the pro-
te{ion of their countrymen ; and all thi< with the los< of only
one Indian killed, and Captain Ogden and `x men wounded.
Major Roger< being informed by hi< prisoner< that a party of
three hundred French, with some Indian<, were about four
mile< below him on the river, and that hi< boat< were, be`de<,
way-laid, and having reason to believe thi< information wa<
true, a< they told him the exa{ number of hi< boat<, and
named the place where he left them, he thought proper to
consult with hi< o%cer< concerning a retreat, especially a< he
had the same reason to believe that a party of two hundred
French and +fteen Indian<, had, three day< before he attacked
the town, gone up the river to Wigwam Martinique, on a sup-



po`tion of it< being the place he intended to attack.  The re-
sult of thi< deliberation wa<, that there wa< no safe way to
return but by No. 4, on the Conne{icut river: upon thi< he
marched hi< detachment that rout for eight day< succe|ively,
in one body, till, provi`on< growing scarce, near Amparamagog-
Lake, he thought be} to divide hi< people into small partie<,
giving guide< to each, with order< to rendezvou< at the dis-
charge of the Amansook river into the Conne{icut river, a<
he there expe{ed to receive a supply of provi`on< from the
army, in consequence of a reque} he, on hi< setting out, had
made to the General for that purpose ; for it wa< impos`ble
for him, at that time, to tell which way he >ould be obliged
to return.  He then continued hi< march, and arrived at No. 4,
on the 5

th
 day of November ; fatigue, cold, and hunger, with

the continual prospe{ of }arving, being hi< con}ant attendant<.
But great a< the su@ering< of hi< party were, they were no-
thing when compared with those of another, commanded
by Lieutenant George Campbell, then of the Ranger<.  These
were, at one time, four day< without any kind of su}enance,
when some of them, in consequence of their complicated mi-
sery, severely aggravated by their not knowing whither the
route they pursued would lead, and, of course, the little
prospe{ of relief that wa< left them, lo} their sense< ; whil}
other<, who could no longer bear the keen pang< of an empty
}omach, attempted to eat their own excrement<.  What leather
they had on their cartouch-boxe<, they had already reduced to
a cinder, and greedily devoured.  At length, on the 28

th
 of

O{ober, a< they were cros`ng a small river, which wa< in
some measure dammed up by log<, they discovered some hu-
man bodie< not only scalped but horribly mangled, which
they supposed to be those of some of their own party.  But
thi< wa< not a season for di}in{ion<.  On them, accordingly,
they fell like Cannibal<, and devoured part of them raw ; their
impatience being too great to wait the kindling of a +re to
dres< it by.  When they had thu< abated the excruciating
pang< they before endured, they carefully colle{ed the frag-
ment<, and carried them o@.  Thi< wa< their sole support,
except root< and a squirrel, till the 4

th
 of November, when

Providence condu{ed them to a boat on the Conne{icut
river, which Major Roger< had sent with provi`on< to their
relief, and which rendered tolerable the remainder of their
journey to No. 4, where they arrived on the 7

th
 of November.


